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YORLDWIDE FRIENOS™ 


RARS 25th ANNIVERSARY 


February 1969: America was -still celebrating the first trip around the moon of Apollo 8 the 
previous Christmas. Anticipation was high for the first landing on the moon, which would occur in July 
with the most exciting message ever transmitted on radio, “Tranquility Base here, the Eagle has landed.” 

February 1969: America was still mourning the deaths of Martin Luther King, Jr. and Robert 
Kennedy, both of which having occurred less than a year earlier. Some of the embers from the 
subsequent riots were still smoldering in the major cities. 

February 1969: Richard Nixon was celebrating his one month anniversary as President, and 
your Exciter editor was in his fourth month as a licensed ham (then as WN4LHI), burning up the airwaves 
with the maximum legal (Novice) power of 75 watts on a rock-bound Heathkit DX-60A. (For those of 
you new to the hobby, “rock-bound” means crystal controlled. Novices couidn’t use VFOs in the olden 
days.) Since a driver’s license and car were a couple of years away, your Exciter editor couidn’t begin 


making the trip from Smithfield to RARS meetings until 1971. 
continued on page 10 


Last Call for Awards Nominations 


The Awards Committee is accepting nominations for awards for 1993, to be presented at the 
RARS general meeting in March. If you have someone you’d like to nominate in recognition of significant 
contributions to RARS in 1993, please forward the names to me, Ginger Merkle KD4OKP (870-8268), 
NO LATER THAN February Ist 1994. Any nominations made after that date will receive at most a verbal 
honorable mention at the March meeting, so the committee can ensure that all awards presented are 
accurate! So please take a few moments to reflect on the past year and the folks who helped make RARS 


successful in 1993. 
Thanks de KD4OKP, Ginger 


The Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. (RARS), founded 
in 1969, has grown to be one of the premier radio clubs in North 
Carolina. Current membership is around 350. 

The objectives of the club are to promote world wide friendship 
through Amateur Radio; to be of public service by providing radio 
communication in times of disaster, emergency, or civic need; to 
educate members in radio technique, and to assist in obtaining 
Amateur Radio licenses. 

All persons interested in Amateur Radio, currently licensed or 
not, are eligible to apply for membership to the club. 

Dues to the club are $18.00 per year (which runs from July | to 
June 30). Applications for membership may be obtained from any of 
the officers named below; from the newsletter editor, named on the 
facing column; or at any RARS Meeting. 

Club meetings are held the first Wednesday of every month, 
7:30PM, at the Raleigh YMCA, 1601 Hillsborough St. 

In addition to the many social and special events, the club 
sponsors a2 m repeater, W4DW, on 146.04/64 MHz. The club also 
sponsors repeaters on 223.04 / 224.64 MHz, 449.5 / 444.5 MHz, 
449.95 / 445.95 MHz and a packet cluster node on 147.57 MHz. All 
repeaters cover Raleigh, and most of the surrounding Wake County 
area. The auto-patch on W4DW is now no longer closed and is open 
to all duly licensed amateurs. 

1994 Officers: 
President: Rick Merkle , KA3PSK 
6412 Sassafras Lane 
Raleigh, NC 27614 
870-8268 
Vice President Bill Lyon, KD4LLQ 
2351 Champion Court 
Raleigh, NC 27606 
832-7975 


Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
211 Dundalk Way 
Cary, NC27511 
362-9456 


Secretary: 


Treasurer: 


Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 
7329 Barberry Court 
Raleigh, NC 27615 
847-4641 


Young Ladies' Radio League 


The EXCITER is published monthly by the Raleigh Amateur 
Radio Society, and is mailed at no cost to its members. 

Letters to the Editor, technical articles, items of interest to the 
ham community and guest editorials are actively solicited. 

Any article published in the EXCITER does not necessarily 
represent the views of, the Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or 
Society Membership, nor does publication thereof represent concur- 
rence by the Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or Society member- 
ship with the contents of the article. 

Articles will be printed at the discretion of the Editor, and no 
article will be published unless it is accompanied by the name(s) of the 
person(s) submitting the article. 

All copy must be in the hands of the editor by the end of the Board 
of Director’s meeting on the third Wednesday ofeach month. Articles 
submitted for publication may be hand or type written, an ASCII file 
on disk transmitted electronically via telephone modem, or onthe ham 
bands using PACKET. 

Ham related items for sale by the members will be advertised 
without charge for one issue, but may be re-submitted as often as 
desired. These ads must be non-commercial in nature. 

Commercial ads will be runin return for the following donations 
to the club: 


Single Issue Full Year 
Business Card $7.50 $75.00 
Quarter Page $11.25 $112.50 
Third Page $15.00 $150.00 
Half Page $22.50 $225 .00 
Full Page $50.00 N/A 


(Commercial ads must be of “camera-ready quality,” and obvi- 
ously can not be sent via ham bands.) Due to the reprographic process 
used, no color copy can be accepted. 

Mailing List: - Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 
7329 Barberry Court 
Raleigh, NC 27615 
847-4641 


1994 Editor: Curt Phillips, KD4YU 
6200 Vicky Drive 
Raleigh, NC 27603 


772-0207 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 


Monthly Club Meeting 


January 4, 1994 


The regular meeting of the Raleigh Amateur Radio 
Society was held on January 4, 1994 at the Forest Hills 
Baptist Church on Clark Avenue. The meeting was 
called to order at 7:39p by Rick KA3PSK, and was 
attended by 74 members and 4 guests. 

Rick began the meeting by greeting members and 
guests, and reminding all that the Skywarn Net convenes 
on the 146.28/146.88 repeater during times of inclement 
weather. 

In the absence of Mike WA4BPJ the was assisting 
with the installation of a repeater in the steeple, the 
Treasurer’s report was given by Rick. He reported that 
RARS membership stands at 358. 

Rick also announced that a meeting of the Awards 
committee is scheduled at his house on January 5. The 
Awards committee is seeking input from the 
membership for people who deserve awards. Members 
with input were asked to call Ginger KD4OKP. 

Bob NA4G announced that the homebrew SIG will 
resume its meetings on the fourth Wednesday of each 
month. The January meeting will be at Bob’s house on 
January 26, and the topic will be “Putting Together an 
Amateur Radio Station.” Talk-in on the .64 repeater 
beginning about 6:30p. 

Curt KD4YU announced that articles are needed for 
the Exciter. He said all articles are welcome, but 
technical articles, even of a simple nature, are especially 
required. Curt says that he has ideas and topics and that 
anyone that wants to contribute but needs a topic 
should call him. Also required are graphics related to 
amateur radio. Things such as towers, radios, etc. that 


are of “scannable” quality or that are already in 
computer format are wanted to add some visual 
diversity to the Exciter. The deadline for submission 
this month is January 18. 

Rick KA3PSK announced a change in the RARS 
Board meeting schedule. The Board will meet the 
third Tuesday of each month at the Forest Hills 
Baptist Church. Meeting time is still 7:00p and the 
new schedule begins with the January meeting. 

Paul NOOT, sysop for the W4DW Packet Cluster 
reported that a new users guide is available from 
Alan K4PB. In his brief overview, Paul said the 
cluster features the HamCall data base and is 
updated quarterly. Kelly KD4EWG and Steve 
ABA4SL are creating coffee mugs with DX operating 
cartoons on them to sell for fund-raising to support 
the cluster. The W4DW Packet Cluster operates on 
147.57, 145.09, and 145.67 Mhz. 

Paul also announced that the Swan Island DX 
Association meets at O’Malley’s Restaurant in the 
Oak Park Shopping Plaza on the third Wednesday of 
each month at about 6:00p. 

Dave K4SAN announced that the January 
VHF Sweepstakes is scheduled for January 22 and 
23. RARS participation in this contest is dependent 
on the weather. The VHF/UHF SIG meeting will be 
at the home of Ronnie WA4MJF on January 12, and 
Dave asked anyone who wants to participate with 
the RARS_ team to attend this meeting to discuss 
preparations. 

Rick KA3PSK announced that Pat KE4FCJ is 
organizing a Welcoming Committee. Anyone 
wanting to volunteer for this committee should 
contact Pat. 

Max KO4TV announced that Rick W4ZUS was 
to undergo surgery this week. Rick is one of the 
older hams in this area. Also, Max said, Rodney 
KD4KMI would have knee surgery this week. Rick 
KA3PSK then announced that Woody KJ4SO was 
scheduled for back surgery soon. Best of luck to all 
for a speedy recovery. 

Alan AB40OZ announced that the Richmond 
Frostfest is scheduled for January 16. Alan said that 


is the only hamfest in this area in January. 
Jack WOUCE answered questions regarding 
the demise of the CW SIG. Jack then provided 
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several ideas for providing CW practice to Raleigh 
area hams. Also, Jack reported that he is working on 
a Super-Morse based proficiency program which 
will be available either on disk or via the RARS BBS. 

Reed AB4W, North Carolina Section Manager to 
the ARRL asked for support from League members 
by voting for him in the upcoming election. Reed said 
that a fellow in Asheville is also in the race. He then 
made some brief statements about the function of the 
ARRL Field Organization, and then invited questions 
from the floor. | 

Walter KM4BU announced that a meeting of the 
Five Year Planning Committee is being scheduled. 
He asked committee members to contact him directly 
for details. 

Walt then presented the RARS AttaHam award to 
Jeff AC4ZO for “Service above and beyond the call 
of duty to a stranded motorist.” 

The program was a presentation on lightning and 
grounding by Jeff Anderson KD4JAI, Pete 
Hallenbeck WAI1YYN, and Bob Keys NA4G. Door 
prizes were won by: Rollin NF4P, DXCC Companion 
book; Alan AB40OZ, Your Packet Companion book; 
Warren KD4YRN, The Complete DXer book; and 
Tina KD4WTO, 1993 ARRL Handbook. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:25pm. 

Jeff Wittich AC4ZO 


Secretary 
@eeeeeoeeeaeaenaeasneoeeenaeoneeneneenaeonengeoeeesede @ @ 


Board Meeting 


December 1993 


There was no RARS Board meeting in Decem- 
ber. 
@®eaea@aeaeoaoaoeneoaeneasneoeenenaeseeeneee ee ee @ 


Letterman an SWL! 


Based on an E-mail conversation by your Exciter 
editor via CompuServe with a staff member of CBS's 
"Late Show with David Letterman", both Letterman 
and Director Hal Gurnee are frequent shortwave 
listeners. Evidently, Gurnee is the bigger radio fan, 
and got Dave into the hobby. 

What's next, KD2AVE? 

Curt Phillips KD4YU 


147.015+: Raleigh’s New 


Two Meter "Skyscraper" 
Machine 


By the time most of you see this, a new two 
meter repeater should be on the air from the heart of 
Raleigh. The new repeater is the KK4YP/R 147.015 
machine located high atop the Center Plaza building 
on the Fayetteville Street mall. 

The Center Plaza building is 23 stories tall, 
and the repeater is mounted on the top floor with the 
antenna on the roof. This translates to a height of 302 
feet above ground, and an overall height of over 700 
feet above mean sea level. 

The repeater will be on the air as of Saturday, 
January 22, if all goes as planned. The repeater 
should offer excellent coverage in Wake County, and 
good coverage in the surrounding counties. 

Now for some technical details: The re- 
peater is a GE Mastr II lowband base station that was 
converted to 2 meters by using Mastr II mobiles. 
Power out of the PA is 50 watts, with a continuous 
duty cycle. This feeds a six cavity Sinclair duplexer, 
with net power out of 28 watts. Next, the power is 
routed to the 6db gain Decibel DB-224 antenna, and 
with about 35 feet of feedline loss, an effective 
radiated power of around 100 watts. 

The receiver is fed from the same antenna 
system through a preamp to the Mastr II receiver. 
The whole repeater is mounted in a surplus Aerotron 
cabinet. 

The controller is an S-Comm 6K, which is a 
very versatile controller. A couple of features cur- 
rently on line are the time of day (#* on your DIMF 
pad), and a touch tone tester. To test your keypad, dial 
1 plus the digit to test followed by star. A CW response 
of the dialed digit indicates a valid tone was received. 

An autopatch may be in the works. This 
would allow access to all local Raleigh exchanges, 
including Angier, Clayton, RTP, etc. Since this is a 
privately funded repeater (I have borne the entire 
cost to date), I have not installed this until I determine 
if there is sufficient interest in putting one on the 


machine. 

The major expense will be for the monthly 
phone line charges. If you are interested in phone 
patch capabilities, please contact me and let me 
know. If several of us chip in, the yearly cost to each 
user would only be a few dollars each. 

I also have the 444.0 repeater on the air 
between Clayton and Wendell. Look for improve- 
ments in its operation later this year. 

Another repeater which I have on the air is 
the 145.33(-) machine in Pikeville, near Goldsboro. 
However, it has limited coverage since at the present 
time it is located on a 60' tower. 

Also look for Wayne County’s first 440 ma- 
chine later this year. 443.0 is coordinated for 
Goldsboro, the parts to build the 

machine are on hand, and | am looking for a site 
to put it on. 

I could use assistance from any users of the 
147.015 machine. Let me know what type of cover- 
age you obtain from it; also, please let me know if you 
are interested in an autopatch. Also, if one of you 
knows who to contact at Southern Bell to arrange to 
get the residential telephone rate for amateur repeat- 
ers, or what ruling needs to be ‘quoted, please let me 
know. I believe some other RARS members xtreaded 
this path a few years back, and any assistance is 
welcomed. Contact me at 203 Edgebrook Drive, 
Pikeville, NC 27863. Or call 546-2587 (Raleigh days) 
or 242-6000 (evenings). 

And finally, a gesture to my fellow RARS 
I welcome and encourage the use of this 
repeater. That’s the entire purpose of placing an open 
machine on the air. And, to the members of RARS, 
please consider this a the back-up machine to 146.64 
(if this is acceptable to RARS). Any time and for 
whatever reason 64 is off the air, please feel free to 
conduct all .64 operations (including nets, announce- 
ments, etc.) on this machine, of as a place to QSY and 
carry traffic to if 146.64 is busy. 


Thanks and see you on the air! 
by Kirk Ellis KK4YP 


members: 


STARS 145.13 Repeater 
On The Aijr 


The RARS/STARS 145.13 repeater went 
on the air in Raleigh Tuesday night, January 4. The 
repeater is located in the steeple of the Forest Hills 
Baptist Church, about a mile east of the 440 Beltline 
at Hillsboro St. The antenna is inside the steeple, 
about 80 feet above the ground. 

The repeater is a converted Harris “Alpha” 
mobile telephone. We’re getting about 25 watts out 
of the duplexer, and 16 of them make it to the antenna 
through 120 feet of Flexy-4 coax. The antenna is a 
Diamond X-500. While the controller is capable of 
autopatch, at the moment there is no phone line 
available. 

Clearly this is a local coverage repeater, 
with very limited handy-talky range. The metal 
superstructure in the steeple probably reduces cov- 
erage and distorts the pattern. But mobiles have been 
able to use if around north Raleigh with good signals. 
The best DX on first-night was a mobile in Hillsboro. 

Keep in mind our co-channel neighbors: a 
very wide-coverage repeater in Galax, VA, and a 
local machine in Ahoski, NC. We are definitely 
“shoehorned” in on this channel. As you reach the 
fringe of the .13 repeater coverage, instead of going 
to high power, perhaps it would be best to move to 
another repeater. This isn’t much of a problem this 
time of year, but in a few months the band will be open 
a lot more — especially in the morning — and our signals 
will begin to be heard at our neighbor’s repeaters. The 
Galax repeater requires PL (103.5, I believe), and 
sometimes the Ahoski repeater requires PL. So we 
won’t be keying them up, but a strong signal from here 
can still interfere with a weak user on those repeaters. 
Let’s try to be responsible neighbors. The repeater is 
a joint project between the Raleigh Amateur Radio 
Society and the NC State STARS, and uses the NC 
State club callsign, W4ATC. The Harris radio was 
converted into a repeater by Steve WBSIGD. Mike 
WA4BPJ brought the rest of the pieces together with 
help from Brian KD4BFJ and Frank KA2FWC. Danny 
KD4RAA secured the site at the church, and assisted 
with the installation. 


Mike, Brian and I met with several State club 
members a few weeks ago, and with help from Steve 
AB4EL and Fred AD4GX, we built the coax cables 
that tie the repeater, duplexer and coax together. 
Mike and STARS President Cameron KE4EHT 
climbed the ladder in the steeple to mount the antenna. 

This is a temporary location. We have plans 
to install the repeater on the D.H. Hill Library on 
campus. That would raise the antenna about 50 feet, 
and put it in the clear. 

Give it a try! 

Gary KN4AQ 
@eeea@eeeaseoeaeaoeaeaeneaeoaenaeaeneonenaeaeneanee ee @ @ 


Yet Another 2 Meter 
Repeater 


Yet another new 2-meter repeater will be 
going on the air soon in Raleigh. This one will be on 
146.775(-), co-located with the 444.875 repeater, 
200 feet up one of the towers near the fairgrounds. 
Tom WA4SIS, and Danny KD4RAA are putting this 
machine up. 

When these repeaters were announced at 
the board meeting, someone commented “I thought 
we were told there weren’t any frequencies available 
for repeaters in Raleigh?” And it’s true - you were told 
that. KK4YP’s repeater was coordinated to 
147.015(+) some time ago in Selma. The SERA 
Journal lists a co-channel machine in Yadkinville, just 
west of Winston-Salem and Charlotte, and adjacent 
channel machines in Greensboro, Roanoke 
Rapids,Jacksonville and Thomasville, so that meets 
the guidelines to move the repeater to Raleigh. 

The new 146.775 repeater is squeaking in. 
775 itself is OK, but 15kHz channel separation re- 
quires geographic separation between adjacent chan- 
nel systems, and there are repeaters easily workable 
from Raleigh on .76 in Greensboro and Wilson. When 
.775 is in use, that might prove to me a small problem. 

All three new repeaters look like valuable 
additions to the Raleigh area. 

Gary KN4AQ 
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VANITY CALL SIGN 
NPRM ISSUED 


The FCC has now formally released its Notice 
of Proposed Rule Making, in PR Docket 93-305, 
aimed at permitting amateurs to choose a vanity call 
sign. Individuals as well as trustees of club stations 
will be eligible to request an available call sign from 
the block assigned to their license class or a lower 
license class. . 

A fee will be required for a vanity call sign. The 
Communications Act specifies a fee of 7 dollars per 
year for amateur service vanity call signs. It also 
allows the Commission to require payment of the fee 
in advance for a number of years not to exceed the 
relevant license term. Fee issues would be resolved 
under a separate FCC rule making proceeding, and 
the vanity call sign system would not be started until 
then, the FCC said. 

If enacted, an applicant would have to provide 
the Commission a list of up to ten total call signs 
desired. The FCC would assign the first available 
requested call sign from the applicant’s list. If none 
of the desired call signs was available, the applicant’s 
current call sign would be reassigned. 

Call signs of lapsed or deceased licensees 
would not be available for reassignment for two 
years. A call sign relinquished under the vanity call 
sign program would be available for reassignment 
immediately. 

The FCC said that even with its new automated 
licensing process it did not expect to be able to offer 
amateurs on-line access in order to check for call sign 
availability. It did however ask for comments on how 
such a service could be provided. The FCC says that 
its eventual goal is to accept all license applications 
electronically. 

The comment deadline for P. R. Docket 93-305 
is March 7, 1994. Reply comment deadline is April 7, 
1994. The ARRL is asking its members to let their 
Division Directors know how they feel on this one as 
soon as they possibly can. 

from Amateur Radio Newsline 


WELCOME 
to the following 


NEW RARS MEMBERS: 


Steve Storrs n/c 
KD4SLB 
n/c 
KD2LH 
K4ABJ 
n/c 


WA2KQY 


ARRL INSTRUCTOR 
AWARD NOMINATIONS 


William Oram 
John Raif 
Marc Erickson 
Jim Babcock 
Mark Baldridge 
Stan Disbrow 


If you know of a deserving volunteer instruc- 
tor, professional teacher who uses Amateur Radio in 
the classroom, or an instructor who offers ham radio 
classes at a local college you can nominate them for 
any of the following awards from the American Radio 
Relay League. 

The 1993 ARRL Herb S. Brier Instructor of the 
Year award honors volunteer instructors. The ARRL 
Professional Educator of the Year will be awarded to 
a deserving school teacher while the ARRL Profes- 
sional Instructor of the Year will be presented to an 
instructor who receives payment for his services 
such as at a college. Nominations must be received 
by your ARRL Section Manager by January 31st. 
Their names and addresses can be found in any issue 


of QST magazine. 


from Amateur Radio Newsline 
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HISTORY OF CALCULATORS 


The first issue of the /nternational Calculator Col- 
lector is now available. This publication aims to 
preserve the early history of handheld electronic 
calculators. The editors believe that the growth of 
portable calculators in the 1970s fueled the develop- 
ment and integration of IC chips into other electronic 
devices. The quarterly publication costs $8 per year 
and a sample issue can be obtained by sending 58 
cents postage to the publisher: Wilson/Barnett Pub- 
lishing, Tustin, CA, (714) 730- 6140. 


[from EDN magazine] 


NEW JERSEY RADIO 
TAX 


A regulation proposed by the New Jersey 
Department of Environment Protection and Energy 
would charge a fee for all transmitters operating in the 
state. The rationale for this tax is to raise money to 
enforce a 10 year old state law restricting excessive 
RF radiation. 

Amateur radio and the ARRL were well 
represented at the January 11, 1994 hearing in Tren- 
ton, New Jersey on this issue. DEPE officials had said 
that amateur radio would be exempted from the 
proposed registration and fee proposals for now, but 
did not include an exemption in the proposed regula- 
tion, and specifically invited comments on whether 
amateurs should be subject to them in the future. 

Testimony was opened by Vivian Lopex, 
N2NZN, who challenged the state’s authority to 
impose the regulations in the first place. ARRL 
General Counsel Chris Imlay, N3AKD came to Tren- 
ton from Washington to argue that only FCC had the 
legal power to regulate hams. The ARRL Section 
Manager for northern New Jersey Rich Moseson, 
NW2L, explained how such a regulation with fees 
averaging $250 per antenna would effectively pre- 
clude amateur communications in New Jersey — a 
violation of FCC rules. A specific exemption for 
hams was requested. 

The public hearing was attended by approxi- 
mately 50 people, some 25 percent of whom were 
hams. None of the approximately 20 speakers sup- 
ported the proposed regulation. 

The deadline for written comments has been 
extended to February 22. A final decision on the 
proposal must be made by next December. 

Since this could set a precedent for other 
states (including North Carolina) to regulate and tax 
RF emissions, alert any of your ham friends in New 
Jersey to help, in the inimitable words of Deputy 
Barney Fife, “nip it in the bud”. 

Cun Phillips KD4YU 


from CompuServe, The ARRL NNJ Section Bulletin and 
other sourc 


Special Event Station 
Commemorates First 


Flight 


Four members of the Raleigh Amateur Radio 
Society joined with members of the Outerbanks Re- 
peater Association to celebrate the 90th anniversary 
of powered flight. Those members were Bob Rinn, 
N4VQN; Bob Wolk, KC4CPD; Tim Buehlman, 
N4IQA and Walter Van Gieson, AB4DQ. The crew 
started to arrive on Wednesday the 15th of December 
and set up their living quarters in a beautiful all weather 
home, close to the beach, in the oceanside village of 
Duck. The use of the home was donated by the 
Powells who are on assignment in Japan, and ar- 
ranged by John Jenkins, KD4PJK. 

On Thursday Bob Rinn and I along with John, 
Bob Moore, AA4AX, and others from the local club, 
set up our antennas using portable WWII surplus 
masts at the back of the museum at first flight field 
(there are no trees anywhere near the chosen sight). 
The Nationa! Park rangers who had extended the 
invitation to operate the special event station were 
very cooperative. They supplied a warm environ- 
ment, AC power and a location within the building that 
gave us easy access to the antennas and also very 
good visibility to the general public, the visitors to the 
museum. That afternoon Tim and Bob Wolk arrived 
to help us with the final touches. Two stations on HF, 
each using a Kenwood TS 430, an AT 230 tuner and 
a GSRV antenna and a VHF station on 2 meters were 
set up. 

Operations began before the scheduled time 
when AB4DQ checked into the classroom net at 0800 
EST on the 17 of December. Members of the net 
worked the special event station and promised to 
respond with their QSL cards to verify the contact. 
Throughout the remainder of the day we contacted 
over two hundred eager stations throughout the U.S. 
and Canada with our operators handling the pile ups 
like veterans. The weather was reminiscent of that 
day, 90 years ago, when Orville and Wilbur made their 
famous four flights in the wright flyer, cold and windy. 

Several times during the day we had to sus- 
pend operations in order not to interfere with sched- 


uled events. The first ran from 9 am to 10:30 am and 
consisted of the band from the First Flight school, 
speeches by local and visiting dignitaries and intro- 
ductions of special guests. Of course there were fly 
overs of many different civilian and military aircraft, 
including an F- 117, the stealth fighter. At first I was 
disappointed because i saw no famous people in the 
audience, but I soon realized that although they were 
not famous, they were important people who had 
contributed much the history of powered flight. There 
were representatives from the airlines in the person 
of pilots and flight attendants, men and women from 
the Air Force from nearby bases in and out of uniform, 
old fogies like myself who had spent much of their 
time in past wars “keeping them flying” and finally 
about 50 members of the woman’s auxiliary service 
pilots, WASPS, who delivered the aircraft from their 
points of manufacture to their bases. These ladies 
had a perfect record and about ten of them could still 
fit into their uniforms. 

Special commemorative QSL cards designed 
by Walter and Woody, KJ4SO, are in printing at this 
time and will be distributed to those who sent the sase 
and their cards. 


Walter Van Gieson AB4DQ 
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New DX Packet Cluster 
User’s Guide 


A new user’s guide for the DX Packet Cluster 
is now available. The manual has a table of contents 
and an index. It is easy to read and has a more 


complete set of commands than previous manuals. 

Manuals will be available at hamfests for a 
minimum donation of $10.00 or $15.00 by mail. To 
obtain a copy or obtain more information, contact 
Alan Harp K4PB, 8113 Belgium Drive, Raleigh, NC 
27606. 


TVI On Raleigh 
Cablevision? 


KO4PY put this story on the PacketCluster 
recently: 

I had a complaint re: RFI. Turned out to be 
due to a bad cable converter box in the neighbor’s 
house. TV repair man implied that the problem was 
that I was running excessive power for my license 
class (100 watts / Class = Extra). HE said that this was 
a common situation in Raleigh, especially north Ra- 
leigh, where hams typically run at power levels far in 
excess of their license limitations. He said the cable 
company does what it can, but in some cases the hams 
do not cooperate. 

I explained to him what the power limits were 
and what I was running, at which point he did not make 
any further comments about power. But, for what it’s 
worth, maybe somebody should try some PR with the 
cable TV folks. They sure do not have very much 
good to say about hams, especially in north Raleigh! 

a 2 2 oe Kk _ 

I’ve heard a few other comments about TVI 
problems, but none quite like that. The most common 
problem I’ve heard is TVI on Cable Channel 18. The 
carrier frequency for Cable 18 is 145.25, smack in the 
two-meter band. Tune in 145.25 in most parts of town 
and you’ll hear a weak (or sometimes not so weak) 
dead carrier. A TV channel is 6 MHz wide, so 
transmissions anywhere in the band will wipe out the 
cable channel in a very local area. 

How big is a local area? In my townhouse 
complex, I can take my HT a few hundred feet out to 
the street and still create serious picture distortion. 
When my cable was first hooked up, a connector was 
not tightened at the entrance to my house, and a 
paging transmitter a mile away was destroying chan- 
nel 20. So aclean, tight cable system can help, but 
how good can it get? 

If we need some PR with Cablevision, I'll be 
glad to help, along with the RARS tech group (remem- 
ber, the .64 repeater sits atop a Cablevision tower — 
free!). I’ll need your experience. Has anyone else 
had the problem Brent had? Has anyone seen a 


problem solved? Please let me know, either on the 
BBS, on packet, or on the phone (233-8306). I’ll put 
the information together (if I get any) and we’ll talk 
to the cable folks. 


Gary Pearce KN4AQ 
@@e@eeoeonoeeaeenseeaeneeoedgeoedgee ee ee ee ed @ 


Scanner/SWL SIG 
Report 


Nine hearty souls battled the extreme cold 
wave and icy roads to attend the January meeting of 
the Scanner/SWL SIG which was held on the 17th 
(third Monday, as always). 

Since the L.A. earthquake had occurred that 
day, a listing of shortwave frequencies for monitoring 
the emergency traffic from California was distrib- 
uted, along with the latest edition of Brian Carling’s 
DX show listings. 

SIG member Tom McKee K4ZAD pre- 
sented a program on utility shortwave monitoring, 
and distributed a list of pertinent frequencies. Tom 
also demonstrated his Kenwood R-5000 and tuned in 
several utility frequencies for some real time monitor- 
ing. Tom’s program was very well received, and the 
small group allowed for a spirited discussion of utility 
monitoring and shortwave listening in general. 

FREQUENCY LIST: The current Triangle 
area frequency list, compiled and coordinated by 
Tom McKee K4ZAD, is being updated. 

If you have any new frequencies for it, leave him 
a message on the Frequencies-R-Us BBS (919-851- 
3121), or leave me a message on the RARS BBS or 
the Triangle TeleComputer BBS (919-772-9745). 
Copies of the frequency list are available on these 
BBSes and hard copies are available at most meet- 
ings. 
NET: Remember the Scanner/Shortwave 
Listening net, held every Monday night (except meet- 
ing night) at 9:30PM on 146.64 MHz, the RARS 2 
meter repeater. Monday night football is over, so 
check in to let us know what you’re hearing, to find out 
what others are hearing and to exchange general 
information onscanning and shortwave listening. 

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting will be 

held on Monday, February 21, 1994, at the Golden 
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Corral Steakhouse on Westerti Boulevard in Raleigh, 
We encouage everyone to come for the meal, since 
they give us the room for free) and the meeting begins 
at 7:30PM. The meeting topic had not been finalized 
at press time, but it is scheduled to be on a “scanner” 
topic. Recent programs have been on GMRS (Gen- 
eral Mobile Radio Service) and long wave listening, 
so don’t miss it. 

At present there are no dues or fees for partici- 
pating in the Scanner/SWL SIG. If you have non-ham 
friends interested in scanning or SWLing, please 
invite them to attend. For more information on any of 
these topics, call me on the .64 machine, 

E-mail me on the RARS BBS or the Triangle 
TeleComputer BBS, or call me (voice) at 919-772- 


0207. 
Curt KD4YU 
SCOHOCHOCHC SOOO HOHOHO EEO OHOOSECEEEEE 


SEDAR 


SEDAR is an acronym for the newly formed 
South Eastern Dealers of Amateur Radio. The orga- 
nization was formed at the Greensboro Hamfest to 
further the exchange of information and cooperation 
between members and assist all amateur club spon- 
sored Ham Fests through out the South Eastern United 
States. 

SEDAR is in the process of compiling an infor- 
mation booklet of all hamfests in approximately four- 
teen Southeastern states. If your club is planning to 
host a hamfest and your date is tentative, you may 
request a copy of other clubs’ show dates from 
Sedar’s secretary Kay Johnson KB4HHX, 5 Shoo Fly 
Circle, Ridgeville, SC 29472. Please be certain to 
include a self addressed envelope with your informa- 
tion request. 


from Amateur Radio Newsline 
@eeeeoeeeaeaenea@cdceo~edeeseeeeeee eee ee @ 


Exciter Articles Wanted 


Articles on any amateur radio or related electron- 
ics topics are wanted for use in future editions of the 
Exciter. Contact Curt Phillips KD4YU at 772-0207 or 
on the RARS BBS (KD4YU Curt) for information on 
writing for the Exciter. 

Curt KD4YU 
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RARS 25th ANNIVERSARY 
continued from front page 

February 1969: North Korea had just re- 
leased (in December) 82 men from the USS Pueblo 
after 11 months of captivity. Elsewhere in Asia, there 
was little peace for Americans on the subject of the 
war in Vietnam, in either the United States or Viet- 
nam. However, peace talks had just begun, and 
American troop strength was about to peak (in April) 
at 543,400. 

February 1969: A few people were making 
arrangements for a big rock concert on Mr. Yasgur’s 
farm in New York state in August... it would be known 
as Woodstock. Another group of people, who would 
come to be known as Trekkies, were enjoying the last 
few months of first run episodes of the TV show, 
“Star Trek”. Hams searched in vain for a radio as 
“cool” as the Star Fleet communicator. 

February 1969: The people of Czechoslova- 
kia were re-adapting to life under the Soviet thumb, 
their attempt several months earlier to shed the yoke 
of Communism having been crushed by the troops 
and tanks of five Warsaw pact countries. Their 
dreams of freedom would have to wait a couple of 
more decades. 

As can often be said, “It was the best of 
times, it was the worst of times.” 

But in this time of triumph and turmoil there 
came into being the Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, 
incorporated in February of 1969. Thus, this month 
is RARS’ 25th Anniversary! 

In this, RARS 25th year, the Exciter will be 
seeking articles from “old-timers” in the club who 
can give the rest of the membership some insight into 
how things were in the early days. 

So, all of you charter members come for- 
ward and be recognized. The big events of the era are 
well documented, but the nuts and bolts of the start- 
up of RARS are not. Tell us about how you had to walk 
for 10 miles through 4 feet of snow barefooted just to 
get to RARS meetings. Tell us about how you had to 
assemble a transmitter blindfolded in 10 minutes to 
pass the FCC tests in those days. Tell us your stories. 
It is important for all RARS members to know our 
history and you can help. Fire up your typewriter or 
computer and write an article for us! 

Curt KD4YU 
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Mowmneute, PA 15146 
(412) 374-9744 

FOR ORDERS ONLY CALL | Fe 
(800) 854-0815 | 


N4IQA 
Robert P. Buehlmann 


Historian and Collector 
of 
Antique Radios, Artifacts & Documentation § 
Commercial, Amateur and Military | 


SPECIALIZING IN PREOWNED 
AMATEUR AND SHORTWAVE Equipwent ; 
Buy « Sect » Love 1o Trave z : 
We Canav Att Mason Branos of New Eouipuent ashe Cheney Rd PLD SSeS : 


Raleigh, NC 27606 


BUSINESS (919) 647-2222 Be 
TOLL FREE xe 274-5345 Be 
RESIDENCE 919) 783-8530 Ee 
MOBILE (919) 680-5307 Be 
VOICE MAIL = (919) 790-4399 Be 
FAXNUMBER (919) 870-0144 Ee 


Edward K. Bell 
Collector 
of 
Old Radios 


COLDWELL BANKER 
WYTHE PROPERTIES, INC. 
Broker GRI, CRS RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE 


® tk {=} 6736 FALLS OF NEUSE ROAD, SUITE 100 Bs 
rs] is | RALEIGH, NC 27615 5 


5311 Woodsdale Rd. eS 
Raleigh, N.C. 27606 
Ph: 919-851-1517 fe 
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Custom Computer 


Woody Winstead - KJ4SO 


Custom Built PCs 

Your CD ROM Drives - $225 386DX/40  - $1,299 

Total 350 msec - MPC certified 486SX/25  - $1,399 

Be tion with 16 bit controller & cables. pee i yee 

s Sound S - ot, 
renner tereo pai : Lire 486DX-2/66 - $1899 
eirth tweet lincludes AMI BIOS, 256K cache, 4MB RAM, 5.25° 
14.4 FaxiModem - $199 | 23.5" FD, 250MB hard deve, 14° 28 SVGA monitor, 


DOS 6.2, & Windows 3.1. FCC 
Warranty. | yearS years parts, & free tech support. 


Other systems and options avallable. Call for current prices 


(919) 870-1044 
138 Mine Lake Court, Raleigh, NC 27615 


02/94 mn, 
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Amateur Radio - A National R 
Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. 

P.O. Box 17124 : 
Raleigh, NC 27619 : ee 


Address correction requested. 


First Class Mail 


eWOOD FAMILY K4HF 
1, RIDGE ROAD 

c 27609 
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